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THE LOSS” - allD PROFIT - 


‘Bruce, ‘Grent 


_. Some day a’ boat designer is going to critically examine 
the 320 year old wreck of the SPaRiO/-—Hav/K in Pilgrim Hall at 
Plymouth, isassachusetts, and then come out with the very lat- 
est in a comfortable, seaworthy cabin cruiser. 


In fact, a short while ago an expert did Visit these 
historic bones of the once proud little wi. and could 

not help but express his enthusiasm: 

"You couldn't build a better boat today for heavy weather!" 


There is no doubt but that already this sturdy little 
vessel - or what is left of her + has influenced smerican ship— 
building, especially smaller fishing and pleasure craft. Many 
who have seen her skeleton and studied the draft of lines taken 
“from the. wreck by Denison J. Lawlor, famous naval expert, have 
‘been favorably impressed with her’ and undoubtedly have found 
some. inspiration or at least mental exercise: ‘in speculative 
“design. 


Or visiting the wreck - the wreck of a ship that sailed 
the seas while the iaYFLO/SR still was afloat -— one thing is 
impressive. It is her “spoon bow". Such bows were put on 

Gloucester fisherman some years ago and hailed as a great 
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improvoments 


Previously those fishormen head sportod clippor 
bows. 


Spoon bow is a torm little heard and apparcntly with 
which few are familiar. But it is an authontic dosignation. 
first. spoon=bowced fisherman of modern deys wes the HELEN 
THOMAS, which loft the ways in 1902. There have boon meny 

spoon~bowced sinco tho HELEN THOlMas. 


The SPARROW-HawWK, whoso longth of kocl was but twenty- 
cight feet ten inchos as estimated by Dollivor & Slocper, 

shipbuilders of Boston, in 1865, hed a groat rake of stom 

with e curvod forofoot. Hor forward lines were convox end 
her after lines sharp and concave and hor midsoction almost 
“the arc of a circlo. «4... great rake of stem and sternpost 
made her length on deck between extromes sbout forty fect and 
her depth about nine and once-helf fect. 


Mre ucslcr oxamined her at the time of hor recovery, and 
romarked that he found her a ‘great curiosity in naval arch- 
itecturo and was able to produco hor lines and make a work= 
ing model of her. What has become of this modol is a mystery — 
but his lincs have been used in soveral instances in the 
construction of other modols, although his sail plan was not @ 
followdd. One such model, which in fact may have been Lawlor's 
was shown at the Paris Exposition in sisted and labellod as 
an “curly american fishing craft". 


Shipwrights in the reign of James I (or maybe the SPARROW 
HadK was built during .ueen Hlizabeth's tine) were not so far 
behind, according to our modern standards. This was evident 
from comments occasioned by the discovery of the wreck of the 
SPaRROW-HaWK and its reclamation from the alluvial meadow on 
the farthor side of Cape vod's Orloan's Harbor. 


There was considerable of a flurry amongst the ship- 
minded folk of .:w unglend when this wreck was brought to view 
by a shifting of the cands. «amos Otis, the learned antiquary 
of Yarmouth, who examiived the remains right on the beach, 
found “her stern had a remarkable length of deadwood, like a 
modern steamer, indicating speed". also that “her ribs were 
pieced—up, or buiit wpon, in a way which had been thought 

of modern device". 


Dolliver & Sleeper, who went to considerable pains at 
the behest of Charlos W. Livermore, a member of the soston 
City Council, and who was one of the owners of the wreck, 

reported: “We consider her model superior to that of many 
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vessels of the same size and even larger, which have recent- 
ly been built in Nova Scotia ang which may be seen in this 

That she ves seaworthy in heavy weather and a “good, 
fest sailer, is evident from what remains of her. But just 
what. type of rig she carried still is a matter of consider— 
able. 


Lawlor's model had a jib sail. and @ reeving vowsprit’ 
which came out on the. port side of the stem. It had a’ square 
mainsail end lateen mizzen. It was carvel built, with a 
‘break in the. deck aft, evidently to give more headroom in 
the cabin and to raise her stern to keep her up and out of 


_ following seas. Thus she would be less liable to poop. There 


was what looked like a transom aft of: the mizzen mast and may 
have been a binnacle. There were no catheads. She carricd a 
wood ‘stock anchor with four flukes, which undoubtedly was 
euthentic, as was her windlass. she had chainplates or 
_chennels but her shrouds wore not bent to deadeyos or hoarts 
or even bull's ell of which thet ora, 


is a model in the | oum, obviously, ‘built 
frott La wlor's~lines...md undoubtedly from Lawlor's 
model. This modél_is twenty-one inches overall and made: 
‘froma solid block of wood, presumably pine. It.was 
ed to the Museun, eccording to Lawrence Waters Jenkins, Dir- 


Curator of sithnology ond of the Marine Rooms, by’ the 


-oth Fisheries, who obtained it from John a. Neal Co6,” 
To .Frf, Boston, when they bought tho concern in 1914. 
This model was believed to have peon made for thd Néal Com- 
peny for cxhibition at the vilicago Columbian Uxposition in 
1893. crsies no and has a squaro mainsail and 


The model at the widens: nian Institute,, U.S. National 
Museum, is listed as “ancient Fishing Vv.s el, circa 1626". 
It is not labelled SPARROVHavi, but J.B. Graf, assistant 
Secerctary of the Muscum, informod the writer that “the lines 
and dimensions of the wreck reputod to be tho SPaRROW-Hawk 
were used in constructing the model". It has and 
but no-mizzen. It also has a recving bowsprit. It 
‘the Pilgrim flag at the. masthoead. 
harry Hamilten, of Wnittier, wont tio 
-considoreble trouble to dig up facts about tho. SPARROW-HaAWK, 
end constructed his model with infinito caro. ‘His ‘rig con- 
 Sists of letoon mizzon and spritsail. 
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His model has wales and skids like tho Peabody ~seum mae, 
and Mr.e Hamilton uses his skids to belay tho shrouds, which 
is simplicity itself, which he thinks consistent with the 

On deck, amidships, he has little handpump. 


. Gordon Grant, the marine artist, does not bolicve the 
recving bowsprit is correct with the spritsail. "Such 
rigging-in spers were and still are used on cutter typos, but 
when the bowsprit carrics a spritsail I am inclined to say 
it should be stationary", he told ma. 


Mejor Howard I. Chapello, U.S. army, euthor of “History 
of Amorican Sailing Ships", repliod to a qucry: "If tho 
vessel woro a ketch, this doas not necessarily mcan sho was 
rigged in what we think of as a ketch rig today, for a kotch, 
or .catchc, not only reforrod to a rig but to a hull form, 
Howovor, it is porfoctly truc that the square mainsail and 
latecn mizzcn could havo been used", 


Whon thoro was talk of "rotiring® the model at the Smith- 
sonian Institution in 1924, the lato Dr. Frodoric a. Lucas, 
Honcrary Diroctor of tho amorican Muscum of Natural History 
.in Now York, wrotc W. dcC. Ravensal, Administrativo assistant 
to the Secrotary of tho Smithsonian Institution: "ss far as 
the modol based on tho SPaRROW-HaWK, you nocd havo-no hosit- 
ancy in retiring this unless you wish to havo it mado cvor 
and riggod correctly... I was always suspicious of the rig 
of that modol because a singlo sguaro seil is tho most primi- 
tivo rig, usod by the Hgyptians and nsimiaeead and roplecod 
lator by a lug sail .. 


Well, enywey, whatovor hor rig was concodo that 
great improvomonts havo boon medo in such mettors, but thero 
still may bo things to loarn from tho hull of tho anciont 
SPARROW-HAWK 


"FIRSTS" IN aWERICaN SHIPBUILDING 
Herry D. Hamilton 


In our nautical roscarch we stop, look and road again any 
statoment which donotos a change from tho usual. Tho datos of 
the first offorts to ostablish now customs or practicos aro 
always interosting. lMombors of tho Nautical Roscarch Guild 
will probably ba intorasicd in those of 4morican shtp~ 
building. 


for years, had bolioved that tho *protty 
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VIRGINIA, built by the Popham Colonists on tho u.onnebec was 
the first ship built-on our shores — a belief which was per= 
haps influenced by some of the old ship historics t had roads 


In a search for information on old colonial small craft, I 
had soma vory interesting correspondence with iiss C. W. vens, 
Librarian at tho Mariner's liusoum, Newport News, Virginia. 

Miss Evans compiled a list for me of “Firsts in american Ship- 
building". From-this list I learned that the first shipbpilding 
venture in america was in tho ycar 1526, or thirty-four yoars. 
efter tho. finst voyago-of' Columbus. Miss livans kinkly furnished 
mo with photostatic copics of pages from Winsor's Narrative and 
a map by Van der Ana, published in 1714, which shows tho. 
location of Chicora. 


Chicora, where the first ship was built, was on the River 
Jordan. Chicora was at the present sito of Wilmington, North 
Carolina on the Cape Fear Rivor noar tho North Carolina Ship— — 
huilding Company, a subsidiary of tho —_— Nows atl 

building and Dry Dock Company. 


Miss Bvens' list of "firsts" 
1526 Lucas V-squoz do «yllon, Spanish advonturer anid colonizor 
in southeastern North america .. obtained from Charlos V, 
@ chartor for lands oxtcnding 800 lcoaguos to tho north .. 
Iu July, 1526, he sot forth with 500 ¢olonists.,.he landod 
_-near Capo Foar on a rivor ho called the Jordcn,. where he 
stoppod long cnowugh- to replaco a wrecked vessel, con— : 
sidered tho first instarico of shipbuilding .on thq:North 
American continont. (Winsor's Narrativo & 
History cf Virginia, -vol. 2,. pt. 
1541 From a‘narrativo by a gontloman of Blvas a ‘city. 
Portugal.) in 
“.ftor the burial of Do Soto, Lays do Mioscosa do alvarado 
called togothor his followers and thoy dotormined to gook 
« the soa by tho way of the groat rivor and find tho coast 
of Moxico. The Gonecral thon commanded thom to commoncec 
building brigantinos...On the 2d dey of July, thoy do— 
parted from tho 4rkansas with 7 brigantinos and 322 
Spaniards.."(Gould's Fifty Yoars on tho Mississippi, 7.35) 
1585 Voyage mado by Sir Richard Gronvillo to Virginia, in 1585. 
"Tho 12th day cf May we came to an ankor in tho Bay of 
Noskita, in tho Iland of St. John...Tho 13th day wo bogan 
to build a now pinnosso within the Fort with tho timbor 
that wo thon follod in tho country 23rd day our 
pinncsse was finished and launchod..." (Hakluyt'‘'s 
Voyegos; 1904, vol. 8; 311.) 
Tho “new Pinnesse" is mentioned latar as being in use 
at the Roanoke Colony. 
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2608 In Mey, 1607, tho Plymouth Company sont out the Popham 
colony which was ostablished at the mouth of the Konneboco 
Rivor.e»eThoy built a ship of 30 tons: during tho winter 
and namod hor VIRGINIg. (Coffin's Konneboc, Cradlo of 
amoricans, ps 45.) 

"“Digby.of London, Chiof shipwright and mastor 
should receive spocial montion as forcrunnor of a long 
lino of shipbuilders who brought distinction to tho north- 
eastern colonics...«t Sagadahok, Digby constructod a 
mall but scaworthy pinnaco which was callod VIRGINI«w. 
. Lator the VIRGINIa was cne cf nino ships that sailed from 
England for Jamestcwn undor Somors and Nowport and was 
a at Bormuda Tslands," («ndrows' Soul of a Nation, 
pe 48, 
&drian Block bujlt the first deckod on tha banks. 
of the Hudson, Nameg the QNRUST, it.cruised through 
Hell Gate and up around Long Island Scund, The ONRUST 
measured 38 feet on the keol, 445 feet on dook and had 
a beam cf 1} feot, 
The Pilgrims at Plymouth had "quiekly builte by thoir 
ship carpenter @ very good and etrong nee" s which 
aftcorwards did them good service. 


Taken all in ali this is a meager list for almost 100 
years; and for the sake of the pecord it ia hoped that members 
will uncover other "Firsts" in »smeriean ehipbuilding which 
May be added to this list, . 


NOTBS ON-SHIPS 


Robert A. Nesh 


Following are some notes on the boats supplied for British 
ships—of-war. 
Bargo. A long, narrow, light boat usually employed for trans— 
porting the principal officers to and from the ship. Pulis ten 
Or more Oarse Clinker=built. Not intended as a sea beat. 


Cutter. « boat that is broader and, deoper, but not as long as 
the barge or pinnace. It is better adaptod for sailing and 
carries a sail on occasion. Pulls six or ecight-oars. s¢xo0s 
cut into washboard which runs full length. Chicfly omployed in 
carrying provisions, light stores and crow. It is always 
clinker-bdbullt, this type of construction sometimes being roe 
ferred to as cutter-built. Typical dimensions for cutters, 
circa 1804, aro 30-0" x 7'-O" x 2'-10", 25-0" x 6%-10" x 

21-8", 21'-0" x x and x x 
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Gig. 


on occasions requiring the groatost speod. 


« long, boat pulling six or eight oars and used 


It is usually tho 


proporty of the Captain and is the smartest boat: attachod to 


the ship. 


ship. 


times paintod black abovo tho water line and whiteo bolow. 
-ratod with brass fittings and gildod scroll. work.: 


bu ilt 


Jolly-Boat. 


Boxes’ cut’ intc washbcards which run full longth.: 


The ‘gig's crow consists cf the best oarsmen in the 

. 
Deco— 
Clinkor— 


dimensions for a gig of 1815 ere x 4! 
- 


‘és cutter pulling GarSe 


Launch. Ustially a littic. longor then the ‘long-boat, had flattor 
flcors and was hoavicr bodied. Pulls from twelve to sixtcon 


Cars. 


in boam aft of midships. 


Pulling more cars than tho othor boats, it could make 
better specd and was particulerly uscful in..going .up rivors. 
It had a heavy, squaro stern and thoro was .very littlo docroaso 


The launch was particularly suitod 


for carrying hoavy provisions and doing gonoral.socrvice work 


that tho finor lincd ong-boa t was not fittcd for. 
removable for carry ing ‘largo cases. or .wator barrols. 


The thwarts 


Somo— 


timos. fitted with a half dock forward whore.a gun was mountod. 


Verriod a mast and lug Sails’ 
full longth. 


Long-Bo 


x 9'--0" x 


at. 


“The. lergost boat a: 


mast and sails and is’ 
that: of transporting wood, wator,- provisions and hoavy .storos 


to tho 


was supplantod by tho launch. 


junior 


similar to the barge’ in purposa, but for tho acccmmodation of 


Usually pulkts-six: or cight cars,:but may pull 
as many as fourtccn oars. 


ship.:° 


One of the largost boats carricd in tho Nayy. 


officors. 
Not intcnded as a sca boat. 


It was 


3oxcs cut into washboards running 
Typical’ dimonsions for -a’ launch, circa 1806, aro 


It is oquipped with 
sometimes armed, but its usual duty was 
‘Towards the’ ond of'the.18th century the -long—boat 


Typical dimensions for.a long- 
boat for a third-ratc, circa 1781, arc 31'-0" x 9'-3" x. 4'=-1". 


Boxes 


cut into full lcongth washbdoards cr thcolc pins in gunwalo with 


woathor bcards aft. 


Clinkor-—built. 


cight-oarod pinnaco of 1804 are 28%-0" x 7'-2" x 3'-0", 
for a fourtcon-cared pinnace, circa 1810, 32'-1" x 71=59 x 3'-0", 


Yawl,. 


and the jclly—-boat. 
bow and stcrn. 


Typical dimcnsions for an 
and 


& small boat put to about the same uscs as tho cuttor 


Pulls six or more cars. 


Tholo pins in gunwalo and washboards at 
Typical dimensions 
for a yawl cf 1804 are 26'-0" x 6'-8" x 2'-11" and 16'-0O" x 
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THE MASTER INDEX 


Several classified lists from the Master Index will be 
sent to members this month. There are several points to be 
noted about the set-up of these sheets: 


2. The upper right hand corner hag the classification 
followed by a number and a letter. "SHIP liODELS 1d" means 
that this is sheet four (d) of the first (1) list on that 
subject. Supplements will be marked "Za", "3a", 


The lists are arranged alphabetically by author. 


3- Following each item will be found a classification 
number. This system is based on the numbering system I use 
in my pergonal files. It is based on the general classi- 
fications found in Lewis: Books of the Sea, which I find 
better suited to the purpose than either the Dewey or the 
Congressional Library system. "b652-008" means b (book), 
Classification 652 (Ship Models — Techniques), "008" (eighth 
entry under this classification). In the case of periodicals 
a typical number would be "m669-001/9" meaning m (magazine), 
classification 659 (Ship Models - Periodicals), "-001" firet 
entry under this clessification, “/9" (Volume 9). New 
members may find it will save time when submitting their 
lists to the Master Index, to use these numbers in cases 
where they own duplicates of books already listed. The 
letters preceding the clasgification numbors are: "a" for 
articles from poriodicals, “vb” for bound books, “m* for 
magazines, journals etc., and-"p" for pamphlots and paper 
bound books. 


The Mastcr Index now includes over a thousand titles 
for books alono, although the clagsified list will also 
inelude pamphlets, articles, magazinos ctc. Separato lists 
will be issued for plans and pictures. 


At present there is no plan in solocting classificatigns 
for issue. This is determined somewhat by the numbor of 
pages a particular classification will require and tho 
amount of paper and stoncils on hand. If any particular 
Classifications aro especially wanted by momhgrs I will be 
vory happy to accomoedats thom by iasuing tho lists wantcd 
first. . 


Ample margin has basn alloyed on the left hand side 
of the page for punching if it is dgsired to kqap thg 
lists in a loogg loaf bindgr. 
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ARTICLES FOR THE "SECRETARY'S MONTHLY LETTER" 


Members.are urged to contribute notes ‘and articles for 
publication. articles suitable for reprinting are also 
desired. Bear in mind that these pages will run about 400 
words to the page and unless the item is of exceptional 
merit should not run over six pages. SML will endeavor to 
publish such letters as come its way concerning subjects 
tending to formulate the policieg of the Guild or otherwise 
of interest to. the whole membership. Items intefided for 
publication in any particular number should be in the 
Secretary's hands by the fifth of that month, 


WANTS & QUERIES 


Wanted, A correspondent in Gloucester, Mass. who will 


furnish local information. John Ms Minuse, 501 Franklin 
St., Port Chester, Pa. | 


ptine Want information on the lateen sail as used in 
his country during the Revolutionary War period, des P. 
Hamilton, Dudley Lane, Milton 66, Mass. 


uer I am interested in turk's heads, both the sailor's 
ype and the cowboy's type, as well as their history, otc. 
Also want the following book — Taber, George He: Method 
of Making C -L -I Turksheads, privately printed, Philadel- 
phia, 1919. Bruce Grant, 913 Forest Ave., Hvanston, Ill, 


mene Would like any information on Fred S. Cozzens, 
american marine artist specializing in yachts. At his peak 
about 1880, but painted as late as 1918. Robert 4. Nash, 
20 5. Baldwin ..ve.e, Sierra Madre, Calif. 


Seat Would like information as to makers of American nayal 
edged weapons (swords, dirks, cutlasses, etc,). If any of 
the members have such weapons I would like to know about 

any marks on them. Robert A. Nash, 20 S. Baldwin Avec, 
Sierra Madre, Calif. 


Query. Would like any information concerning the develop- 

ment of the rafee sail or triangular topsail, especially 
as used on 4 square rigged ketoh of the 17th century. How 

Harry D. Hamilton, 3800 Grenada Ave., 
alif. 
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MEMBERS 


, Col. Edward P. Hamilton, of Milton, Massachusetts, 

.: whose particular interest is Arnold's Lake Champlain fleet 
of 1776. He has built a planked model of the “Philadelphia® 
gundola.and is presently at work on the row galley. , 
"Washington". Both are to a scale of ¢" to the foot. all 
construction is based on original researche * 


‘ 


Mr. Richard F. Sewall, of South Portland, Maine, who 
is interested in shipbuilding, navigation and. ship model 
construction. Mr. Sewall is now working on a model of the 

’ ship "Ben janiin: ‘Sewall",° which ‘was owned by his. grandfather. 


Mr. John Meo Minuse, of Port Chestor, New York, builds 
half models and his specialty is Gloucester schooners. 
. Frefers the half model because of its decorative possibil- 


ities ‘and because it can aaa abuse by visitors better 
een the full model. 
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